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Report on "Pustak Prem Parv" - Group Reading  

“The Light of Reading, the Companionship of Knowledge” 

Date of Event: February 14, 2025 

Venue: GTU Chandkheda Campus, Gujarat Technological University (GTU) 

Organized by: Central Library, Gujarat Technological University (GTU)  

Total No of College Participant 54 + GTU Campus Schools   

Total No of Readers 10035 

On February 14, 2025, the Central Library of Gujarat Technological University (GTU) organized 

an extraordinary group reading program titled "Pustak Prem Parv" (The Light of Reading, The 

Companionship of Knowledge). This event was a grand success, seeing wide participation from the 

GTU Chandkheda campus, its affiliated colleges, universities, and numerous schools and colleges 

across the region. The primary aim of this event was to promote the habit of reading and encourage 

intellectual growth within the academic community. 

A unique aspect of the event was the simultaneous participation of all the institutions involved. 

From 10:20 AM to 10:40 AM, readers from across Gujarat gathered for a collective reading session. 

Notably, over 1,697 readers from VVP Engineering College in Rajkot joined in, creating a unified 

celebration of the love for reading. Dr. Navin Sheth, the former Vice Chancellor of GTU, also 

participated in this historic moment. 

The event was conducted under the esteemed guidance of Dr. Rajul K. Gajjar, the Vice Chancellor 

of GTU, and Dr. K.N. Kher, the Registrar of GTU. This marked a significant milestone as, for the 

first time, all GTU staff members, including Class-4 employees, actively participated in the group 

reading session. Students played a key role in promoting the event, spreading awareness through 

social and educational platforms. 

The main event took place in the GTU Chandkheda Campus Hall, alongside four departmental 

halls: Chankya Hall (SMS), Conference Hall (SAST), and Aryabhatt Hall (GSET), all filled with 

enthusiastic readers. A particularly touching moment was when Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, the GTU 

librarian, gifted books on Swami Vivekananda to all GTU staff members and professors, 

emphasizing the spiritual and intellectual nature of the event. 

Key Highlights of the Event: 

1. The Power of Reading: 

Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki emphasized the illuminating power of reading, explaining that a 

good book not only imparts information but also stimulates critical thinking, broadens 

perspectives, and removes ignorance. The light of reading is like a guiding lamp in the 

darkness of the mind. 

  

2. The Value of Knowledge: 

Dr. Solanki also spoke about how knowledge is the true weapon in life. Once acquired, 
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knowledge cannot be taken away. The Pustak Prem Parv was not just a celebration of 

books but a call to create companions of knowledge, nurturing lifelong friendships with 

books that enhance mental and emotional well-being. 

Purpose of the Event: 

The event sought to achieve several objectives: 

• Spark curiosity and a thirst for knowledge. 

• Promote mental, intellectual, and creative development. 

• Encourage the cultivation of a growth mindset and positive attitudes. 

• Inspire well-behaved, responsible citizenship through learning. 

Event Ceremonies and Speeches: 

The event commenced with a warm welcome by the GTU campus volunteers, followed by the Deep 

Pragatya (lighting of the ceremonial lamp) and Sarasvati Vandana (prayer to the goddess of 

wisdom). Dignitaries such as Dr. K.N. Kher, Dr. Pankajrai Patel, Dr. Vaibhav Bhatt, Dr. Komal 

Borisagar, Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, Mr. Chintan Vasava, and the entire library staff were present at 

the ceremony. 

Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, the librarian, encouraged everyone to embrace reading and become 

ambassadors for the love of books. He famously declared, “I will read, and I will inspire others to 

read,” echoing his commitment to realizing the vision of transforming India into a nation of 

knowledge, as envisioned by the Prime Minister. 

Dr. K.N. Kher, the Registrar of GTU, praised the event as the first-ever group reading initiative at 

GTU and in Gujarat. He appreciated the efforts of the central library team and expressed his hope 

that this initiative would inspire other institutions to follow suit. Dr. Kher commended the 

innovative approach of the event, emphasizing the importance of community-driven knowledge-

building. 

The event was part of the larger Vanche Gujarat campaign, initiated by Narendra Modi in 2010 to 

promote reading across the state. It was widely publicized, with live streaming through YouTube 

and other social media platforms, ensuring accessibility to a broad audience. 

Recognition and Acknowledgments: 

At the conclusion of the event, Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki presented appreciation letters to all 

participants, including readers, librarians, professors, and volunteers. Their contributions were 

essential in making the event a success. 

Dr. Kher, in his speech, highlighted the importance of reading as a means of intellectual and 

personal growth. He also praised the central library's team for organizing this pioneering event, 

which set a precedent for future reading initiatives across the region. 

Dr. Solanki encouraged all students and staff to continue visiting the library and participating in 

future reading events, reinforcing the importance of fostering a reading culture that can bring 

transformative change. He also extended congratulations to libraries in other universities that 
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organized similar group reading programs, urging them to keep promoting reading as a vital tool 

for personal and societal growth. 

 

Objectives of the Event: 

• Awakening curiosity for knowledge and learning. 

• Promoting mental, social, and ideological development. 

• Fostering intelligence and creativity. 

• Cultivating a positive and growth-oriented mindset. 

• Shaping responsible and well-behaved individuals through reading. 

This event not only celebrated the love of reading but also emphasized its transformative power in 

shaping individuals and communities. By encouraging intellectual growth and fostering a sense of 

shared responsibility toward knowledge, the Pustak Prem Parv marked a historic milestone in 

Gujarat’s educational landscape. 

Conclusion: 

The Pustak Prem Parv proved to be a pioneering and successful initiative that brought together 

communities from various institutions across Gujarat to celebrate the power of reading. The 

collective effort led by GTU, its affiliates, and other participating institutions demonstrated that the 

love for books is an enduring and powerful tool for personal and intellectual growth. The event 

underscored the importance of reading in creating a knowledge-driven society and inspired all 

involved to continue embracing the companionship of knowledge. More than 10,019 readers 

participated in this event, making it a grand success under the leadership of Gujarat Technological 

University. 

Glimpse of “Pushtak Prem Parv”: 
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Media Coverage of the “Pushtak Prem Parv” (Group Reading) 
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