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Report on ""Pustak Prem Parv' - Group Reading

“The Light of Reading, the Companionship of Knowledge”

Date of Event: February 14, 2025
Venue: GTU Chandkheda Campus, Gujarat Technological University (GTU)
Organized by: Central Library, Gujarat Technological University (GTU)

Total No of College Participant 54 + GTU Campus Schools
Total No of Readers 10035

On February 14, 2025, the Central Library of Gujarat Technological University (GTU) organized
an extraordinary group reading program titled "Pustak Prem Parv" (The Light of Reading, The
Companionship of Knowledge). This event was a grand success, seeing wide participation from the
GTU Chandkheda campus, its affiliated colleges, universities, and numerous schools and colleges
across the region. The primary aim of this event was to promote the habit of reading and encourage
intellectual growth within the academic community.

A unique aspect of the event was the simultaneous participation of all the institutions involved.
From 10:20 AM to 10:40 AM, readers from across Gujarat gathered for a collective reading session.
Notably, over 1,697 readers from VVP Engineering College in Rajkot joined in, creating a unified
celebration of the love for reading. Dr. Navin Sheth, the former Vice Chancellor of GTU, also
participated in this historic moment.

The event was conducted under the esteemed guidance of Dr. Rajul K. Gajjar, the Vice Chancellor
of GTU, and Dr. K.N. Kher, the Registrar of GTU. This marked a significant milestone as, for the
first time, all GTU staff members, including Class-4 employees, actively participated in the group
reading session. Students played a key role in promoting the event, spreading awareness through
social and educational platforms.

The main event took place in the GTU Chandkheda Campus Hall, alongside four departmental
halls: Chankya Hall (SMS), Conference Hall (SAST), and Aryabhatt Hall (GSET), all filled with
enthusiastic readers. A particularly touching moment was when Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, the GTU
librarian, gifted books on Swami Vivekananda to all GTU staff members and professors,
emphasizing the spiritual and intellectual nature of the event.

Key Highlights of the Event:

1. The Power of Reading:
Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki emphasized the illuminating power of reading, explaining that a
good book not only imparts information but also stimulates critical thinking, broadens
perspectives, and removes ignorance. The light of reading is like a guiding lamp in the
darkness of the mind.

2. The Value of Knowledge:
Dr. Solanki also spoke about how knowledge is the true weapon in life. Once acquired,
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knowledge cannot be taken away. The Pustak Prem Parv was not just a celebration of
books but a call to create companions of knowledge, nurturing lifelong friendships with
books that enhance mental and emotional well-being.
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Purpose of the Event:

The event sought to achieve several objectives:

e Spark curiosity and a thirst for knowledge.

« Promote mental, intellectual, and creative development.

« Encourage the cultivation of a growth mindset and positive attitudes.
« Inspire well-behaved, responsible citizenship through learning.

Event Ceremonies and Speeches:

The event commenced with a warm welcome by the GTU campus volunteers, followed by the Deep
Pragatya (lighting of the ceremonial lamp) and Sarasvati Vandana (prayer to the goddess of
wisdom). Dignitaries such as Dr. K.N. Kher, Dr. Pankajrai Patel, Dr. Vaibhav Bhatt, Dr. Komal
Borisagar, Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, Mr. Chintan Vasava, and the entire library staff were present at
the ceremony.

Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki, the librarian, encouraged everyone to embrace reading and become
ambassadors for the love of books. He famously declared, “I will read, and I will inspire others to
read,” echoing his commitment to realizing the vision of transforming India into a nation of
knowledge, as envisioned by the Prime Minister.

Dr. K.N. Kher, the Registrar of GTU, praised the event as the first-ever group reading initiative at
GTU and in Gujarat. He appreciated the efforts of the central library team and expressed his hope
that this initiative would inspire other institutions to follow suit. Dr. Kher commended the
innovative approach of the event, emphasizing the importance of community-driven knowledge-
building.

The event was part of the larger Vanche Gujarat campaign, initiated by Narendra Modi in 2010 to
promote reading across the state. It was widely publicized, with live streaming through YouTube
and other social media platforms, ensuring accessibility to a broad audience.

Recognition and Acknowledgments:

At the conclusion of the event, Dr. Mahesh K. Solanki presented appreciation letters to all
participants, including readers, librarians, professors, and volunteers. Their contributions were
essential in making the event a success.

Dr. Kher, in his speech, highlighted the importance of reading as a means of intellectual and
personal growth. He also praised the central library's team for organizing this pioneering event,
which set a precedent for future reading initiatives across the region.

Dr. Solanki encouraged all students and staff to continue visiting the library and participating in
future reading events, reinforcing the importance of fostering a reading culture that can bring
transformative change. He also extended congratulations to libraries in other universities that
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oanized similar group reading programs, urging them to keep promoting reading as a vital tool
for personal and societal growth.

Objectives of the Event:

o Awakening curiosity for knowledge and learning.

« Promoting mental, social, and ideological development.

o Fostering intelligence and creativity.

o Cultivating a positive and growth-oriented mindset.

« Shaping responsible and well-behaved individuals through reading.

This event not only celebrated the love of reading but also emphasized its transformative power in
shaping individuals and communities. By encouraging intellectual growth and fostering a sense of
shared responsibility toward knowledge, the Pustak Prem Parv marked a historic milestone in
Gujarat’s educational landscape.

Conclusion:

The Pustak Prem Parv proved to be a pioneering and successful initiative that brought together
communities from various institutions across Gujarat to celebrate the power of reading. The
collective effort led by GTU, its affiliates, and other participating institutions demonstrated that the
love for books is an enduring and powerful tool for personal and intellectual growth. The event
underscored the importance of reading in creating a knowledge-driven society and inspired all
involved to continue embracing the companionship of knowledge. More than 10,019 readers
participated in this event, making it a grand success under the leadership of Gujarat Technological
University.

Glimpse of “Pushtak Prem Parv”:

Dr. K.N. Kher (Registrar-GTU) with all employess lightning the lamp with Saraswati Vandana



N
Alisua N

Gujarat Technological University
Central Library

ABARMATEROBA HIGHWAY NR VISAT THR
CHANDRAHIEDA, AHMEDAR 2

24

Dr. K.N. Kher delivering Speech on Occasion of "Pustak Prem Parv"

Mr. Chintan Vasava (Assistant Librarian) honouring with book to Dr. Pankajray Patel (Director, GTU-SMS)
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GTU staff members group reading under "Pushtak Prem Parv"
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Central Library Staff & Volunteers group reading under "Pushtak Prem Parv"
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Group reading under "Pushtak Prem Parv" at GTU-SAST Department

GTU-SMS Department taking oath under "Pushtak Prem Parv"
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GTU and Its Affiliated Colleges - Pustak Prem Parv Group Reading Readers Status

Sr.No. Name of University/College Total of Readers

1 HIDITER 125

2 GENEZEN INSTITUTE OF PHARMACY 12

3 SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 230

4 Shree Sitarambhai Naranjibhai Patel Institute of Technology & Resear 70

5 Dr. Jivraj Mehta Institute of Technology,Mogar,Anand 29

6 VPMP Polytechnic 700

7 VALLABH BUDHI POLYTECHNIC,NAVSARI 124

8 Dr jivraj mehta institute of poly technic 69

9 State Institute of Hotel Management, Siddhpur , Gujarat 42
10 Vadodara Institute of Engineering 125
11 METAS ADVENTIST COLLEGE 50
12 N. R. Vekaria Institute of Pharmacy, Junagadh 50
13 Sardar Patel College of Administration & Management - MBA 35
14 A.V. Parekh Technical Institute, Rajkot 278
15 SHREE DHANVANTRY PHARMACY COLLEGE, KIM (254) 282
16 KALYAN POLYTECHNIC 200
17 MAHATMA GANDHI INSTITUTE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND RESE, 45
18 Dr S & S S Ghandhy College of Engg. & Tech.-612 75
19 Sunshine Group of Institutions 45
20 K. B. Raval College of Pharmacy, 224 115
21 GOVERNMENT POLYTETECHNIC-BHUJ 104
22 Shankersinh Vaghela Bapu Institute of Technology 134
23 Smt. S.H. Gagera MBA Mahila College Amreli. 54
24 AR College of Pharmacy and G.H.Patel Institute of Pharmacy 130
25 C.K. PITHAWALA ISTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCE AND RESEA 39
26 GIDC Degree Engineering College 64
27 EXCELLENT INSTITUTE (BCA) 12
28 Sardar Patel College of Engineering 460
29 Shree dhanvantary college of engineering and technology 250
30 Anand pharmacy college 344
31 Vishwakarma Government Engineering College, Chandkheda 35
32 Sardar Patel College of Pharmacy 260
33 Tapi Diploma Engineering College, Surat 199
34 Hillwoods Academy Of Higher Education 7
35 Shree M.L.Kakadiya MCA Mahila College, Amreli 30
36 SHREE S VM INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHARUCH 68
37 SHRISITARAM N. PATEL INST.OF TECH.& RESEARCH CENTRE, UMRAKH 70
38 L. E. College (Degree), Morbi 200
39 Smt.C.V. Gajera Pharmacy Mahila College, Amreli 181
40 Government Polytechnic Godhra 235
41 Tatva Institute Of Technological Studies, Modasa. 66
42 SHRI JAIRAMBHAI PATEL INSTITUTE OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT ANC 85
43 R. C. Technical Insitute 424
44 Hillwoods Academy Of Higher Education 8
45 ANAND INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 111
46 Government Engineering College, Daman 94
47 BV PATELINSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (DIPLOMA STUDIES), UMRAKH 350
48 PIONEER PHARMACY COLLEGE 75
49 B.H.GARDI COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 72
50 Shankersinh Vaghela Bapu Institute of Pharmacy 116
51 GUJARAT POWER ENGINEERING AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE 300
52 V.V.P. Engineering College 1697
53 School of Pharmacy 69
54 Shri satsangi saketdham Ram ashram Group of Institutions Vadasma 300
55 GTU Campus 691

Total 10035
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Media Coverage of the “Pushtak Prem Parv” (Group Reading)
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Dr. Maheshbhai K. Solanki,
University Librarian,
Nr. Visat Three Road,
Visat — Gandhinagr Highway,
Gujarat Technological University,
Email:librarian@gtu.edu.in,
Mo: 8401067372
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